DATA MANAGEMENT PLAN



Introduction
This Data Management Plan (DMP) covers the data which will be collected under the proposed project entitled ‘Causal inference in visual identification: Integrating models, experimental paradigms, and behavioral measures’ and is designed to be consistent with the NSF Policy on Dissemination and Sharing of Research Results. In accordance with this policy, this plan does not include preliminary analyses (including raw data), drafts of scientific papers, plans for future research, peer reviews, or communications with colleagues. Furthermore, data to enable peer review and publication/dissemination and/or to protect intellectual property may be temporarily withheld from distribution and other proposed data management. This plan will make certain that the data produced during the period of this project is appropriately managed to ensure its usability, access and preservation.
Description of Data

The types of data to be produced in the course of the project include background demographic information, accuracy and reaction time for the proposed visual identification tasks, and the results from computational model simulations. The demographic data is needed for published reports to convey the characteristics of the subject population.

Standards for Data and Metadata Format and Content

For preservation and long-term access, data collection will be accompanied with proper documentation and associated metadata. Files will include the data itself saved as Matlab (.mat) files, documentation files which a description of how the data was collected, and metadata in the form of the Matlab routines (Psychophysics toolbox) that administer each behavioral task.
Data Access, Sharing and Archiving
The researchers associated with this study are not aware of any reasons that might prohibit the sharing of the data to be generated under this project for public use and potential secondary uses. The principal investigators retain the right for first use of the data. The principal investigators will work with their NSF Program Officer to identify public databases which would be appropriate to house data generated from this project as well as for long-term archiving of the materials. Until an appropriate public database is identified, access to the de-identified data will be provided by contacting the PI. For journal publications, summary forms of the data (means and standard deviations) will be published in tables, appendices, or online supplementary materials. Raw data will in principle be available for access and sharing as soon as is reasonably possible, normally not longer than one year after publication of the data. The raw data from the proposed research will be archived locally by the researchers, on regularly backed-up computers and will be preserved for at least three years beyond the award period, as required by NSF guidelines.

Data Confidentiality

Research records will be kept confidential, and access will be limited to the PI and primary research team members. For each testing session, the recorded data will have any identifying information removed and will be relabeled with study code numbers. A database which relates study code numbers to consent forms and identifying information will be stored separately on password-protected computers in a secured, locked office. These computers are housed in research facilities in the Psychology Building at Indiana University-Bloomington, and in the Psychology Department at UCSD. A list of the names of individuals who have participated in each study will be maintained in order to ensure that no individual is tested more than once on related studies. To maintain the privacy of the participants, any report of individual data will only consist of performance measures without any demographic or identifying information.

Intellectual Property and Sharing of Research Resources
Intellectual property and data generated under this project will be administered in accordance with both University and NSF policies.
 
Ownership of sole or joint inventions developed under the project will be owned by the institution(s) employing the inventor(s). Inventors shall be determined by U.S. Patent law, Title 35 SC. University and Participating investigators/institutions will disclose any inventions developed under the project and such inventions will be reported and managed as provided by NIH policies. Sole inventions will be administered by the institution employing the inventor. Joint inventions shall be administered based on mutual consultation between the parties. Similar procedures will be followed for copyrights. 

Materials generated under the project will be disseminated in accordance with University/Participating institutional and NSF policies. Depending on such policies, materials may be transferred to others under the terms of a material transfer agreement.

Access to databases and associated software tools generated under the project will be available for educational, research and non-profit purposes. Such access will be provided using web-based applications, as appropriate. 

Publication of data shall occur during the project, if appropriate, or at the end of the project, consistent with normal scientific practices. Research data that documents, supports and validates research findings will be made available after the main findings from the final research data set have been accepted for publication. Such research data will be redacted to prevent the disclosure of personal identifiers.


